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The Past is my Heritage, the Present is my Responsibility

SOCIETY The Future is my Challenge.
2010 Officers and Directors General Meeting

President Saturday, March 20, 2010 10 a.m.
Larry Leudenburg ;

Vice President From the President
Ray McLeod . )

Secretary We are off to a new year. As mentioned in the last newsletter, 2009 was a very good year
Faye Odom despite the loss of staffing the museum by the city. Our many volunteers and board members

Treasurer rallied to keep the museum open three days a week.
Jack Douglas

Dt . We had in excess of 2,600 visitors to the museum and the volunteers put in over 3,00 hours.
Francina Boykin Thanks to all who stepped up to make the difference
Betty Ann Huntsman pp P )

Joyce Brocker

Jack Christmas (ex officio)
Curator

Angela Nicols
Librarian

Mary Elizabeth Wheeler

Volunteer Museum Staft

Curator Emeritus
Belle Gillham
Administrative Curator
Hilda Leudenburg

Committee Chairs

Membership

Pat Raub
Education

Sharon Geib

Trudy Weiss
Historic Preservation

Angela Nicols
Technology

Richard Geib

Museum of the Apopkans
122 East 5th Street
Apopka, Fl1 32703

Phone: 407-703-1707
FAX: 407-703-1773

Hours of Operation
Wed/Thurs -10am to 4 pm
Saturday—10am to 2pm.
Web Site:
www.apopkamuseum.org
Email
director@apopkamuseum.org

Our Black History Month exhibit was a huge success thanks to Francina Boykin. She really
out did herself this year.

During the month of March which is Women in History month, we will showcase some of the
women who were instrumental in the early formation of the city of Apopka.

The program for the first general meeting on March 20, 2010 will be very interesting and infor-
mative (see article on back page), you won’t want to miss it.

Vice President Ray McLeod and | met with Mayor Land this past week to discuss the future of
the museum as it relates to the downtown development project and other areas of concern by
the Society. While it is still to early in the project, we were assured that the museum would be
part of the overall downtown development. Whether or not a new museum might be built re-
mains to be seen. The immediate plan to expand the present facility will be considered, as it
was pointed out the present museum building has run out of space for additional exhibits; and
storage is a huge problem. The Society has managed to refresh most of the present exhibits
and add new temporary exhibits this past year. However, no new permanent exhibits are an-
ticipated, though several are on the drawing board.

The concept of the city giving the Society money to hire a part time employee did not work out
as there was no interest on the part of the board to get involved in hiring, training and super-
vising an employee. We are hopeful that the city will begin a search for a museum director to
run the museum. It was pointed out that Sanford, Maitland, Winter Garden, Kissimmee, Or-
lando, Orange County and others have museum directors to run their museums; and if the city
wants this museum to survive, it needs to do the same.

We assured the Mayor that the Society would do its best to keep the museum open.
Planning is under way for the Mother’s Day Tea. It is again slated to be held at the historic

Highland Manor Inn. Pricing has not been firmed up as yet, but information will be forthcom-
ing. Mark your calendars now—May 8, 2010.

Larry Leudenburg, President




Black History Month exhibit a huge success!! Thanks to Francina Boykin’s effort in putting up
a great exhibit and Jeanne Gorman’s publicity, we have had the best turn out for Black History

Month than ever before. Great work ladies.
Next month—Women In History Month will feature the pioneer women of Apopka.

March General Meeting Program | | VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED!
I Many of you have offered to volunteer where needed on committees, at events,
Central Florida historian Jim Robison of Cassel-

|
berry and creative nonfiction writer and filmmaker i and at. the Museum. L . .
Bill Belleville of Sanford will give a PowerPoint talk | - For this, we are deeply appreciative. If you are retired, looking to be a part of

on thelr new book along the Wekdva Riveratthe | something, or have an expertise to share, let us know. You can also volunteer
arch meeting of the Apopka Historical Society. I ) . . :
The meeting is set for 10 a.m. Saturday, March i for three hours shifts weekly or monthly as a docent or helping with projects on

20, at the Museum of the Apopkans, 122 E. Fifth | | \Wednesdays & Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. or 1- 4 p.m. and on Saturdays
St. For more information, call the museum at 407-

703-1707. 110 a.m.to 2 p.m.
[

John Land for his assstanes in the recsarchfor | | Contact any Board member or email to: director@apokamuseum.org
the book and selection of photographs used to i or call 407-703-1707.

illustrate its pages as well as his life-long efforts to
preserve the river and surrounding lands.

Then Apopka’s youthful mayor, Land was an eye
witness in 1965 at a downtown Orlando hotel Wanted ”

mhen el pg'fk"?_‘;ﬁg'jfv’:g‘;‘:ﬂ ns d‘?'nag"fhfef’rcﬁ‘yﬁ':r' If you have old photos or other artifacts that you would like to donate or lend to the
1991 when he and other founders of the Apopka | Historical society, we will be glad to accept them. We can also make copies of
Sportsmen’s Club held a reunion at Wekiwa i

Shrings State Park, Jand that had been their pri photos or documents so you can keep the originals.

vate hunting preserve. The Wilson Cypress Com-

pany sold most of what today is the Wekiwa We are looking for anything to do with the foliage industry, muck farming industry,

Springs State Park in 1941 to the members of th o P ; - . g
Abopka Sporsmen’s Glub, whioh bult remete | 1amily histories of pioneer families, early settlers, lumber industry, citrus industry,

hunting camps and maintained the land surround- | turpentine industry, railroad industry, Lake Apopka fish camps, Rocks Springs,
ing the river. In 1969, the club members sold their : ; : :

land to the state, which in 1970 opened the park to Wekiva Springs and any othgr places or things that have to do with Apopka, Zell-
visitors. Turning away lucrative offers from devel- wood, PIymouth and Tangerlne.

opers, the club’s members sold some 6,000 acres
of Wekiva land to the state at well below market . \ )
value and persuaded other land owners to do the ThIS W|” he|p us tO bU|Id on What we have and eXpand |nt0 Other areas.

same.

Belleville is an award-winning non-fiction writer H i

specializing in nature, conservation, and “sense of Thanks to Our Business Doer Summeriin, DMD

place.” He's authored five books, scripted and co- & Engelmann Greenhouses, Inc

produced two PBS documentaries, and written

more than 1,000 articles with by-lines in Audubon, corporate Sponsors Farm Bureau, Insurance

Sierra, Outside, New York Times, Oxford Ameri- Florida Hospital Apopka

can, Newsweek, and many more. His books in- ; ; i

clude the critically acclaimed River of Lakes: A American Leglon Post 87 Follage ,Garden Club of Apopka

Journey on Florida's St. Johns River and Losing it Apopka Chamber of Commerce Helen Mills

el e Apopka Chief and Planter Historical Society of Central FL

Robison, a retired Orlando Sentinel reporter, edi- ||| Apopka Foliage Sertoma Club James Robison

tor and history columnist who has published more int i

than 1,600 articles and nine books about the his- Apopka Prlntlng, Loomis Funera_l Home’ Inc

tory of Seminole, Osceola and Orange counties, Apopka Woman'’s Club, Inc. McLeod Law Firm

co-authored Along tﬁe Wekiva R{'ver with Belleville Bank First Mid Florida Eye

to carry on the mission of The Friends of the . .

Wekiva River, Inc., which has championed the Bank of America Mosquito Creek

ggzltec;tgosrz)gf the Wekiva River Basin since the Beef O’Brady’s Nelson’s Insurance Services

’ Blalock Foliage Northwest Orange Republican Women
Brummer & Rogers, CPA Rotary Club of Apopka
Chuck’s Wagon St..Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church
City of Apopka United Daughters of tlhe Confederacy
Council of Catholic Women, St UPS Store: Rock Springs Rd.
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church ~ VFW Post 10147




